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Arn Chorn: Starting All Over

Carmbimbaa ased ew Hampaluss, 1990

i Vietarn War diestrowed the Hiraes eoi ghidterand thee fmities of mearer in Vet
Cambndie, Thamid, Lies, wad atber aeions of Solfedst Ae Hienvireds of thoeasdmels of
refugres fornd their weay fo the Urited Snates in toe D70 avd 19805 Like dmarsigrants befon
i, they sirugpled to beairn English arul delest fo . ey v fEfe A Chorn wits o

it ossicel oy of eight ki soldfiers froum a Braral ey colled the Klerer Roge tink et Chane's nffrad Kheier Aoage
whiwrefiatuen plste 1 igps e m o iion.

e ol Carmbodia i 1975 They erlaved biva and fed im so firle Dt N mirvived meainly homgit b waai awally misch fosger, T
ot frog i ather arirnals he cordd carch, Faur years fnbes, winen Vigtnimsess sililiers arrived iCluser Bawpr lwens e agru

F Pk far b phromsefir s e canges
i take i dhe Khmaer Rowge, Arm was grven o sachine gun ami forved il cormhat A pvar thytt dbir el chafiders @ sl

litter, s sick of killimg third he was willing to risk fis own fife, he deserted. Arn & Faprs lomg

journey ti the Urired Stodes began wath @ gl step backwand into the g

s it i voiur b 1o shoat or be shot. Sometimes | didat know whether | was sl
I img at o Vietnamese o o Cambodian. | pust shot. We e s deep i the jungle we could
harely see each ather, When | found o i had killed somscoine [ didn't want Lo think aboist
what T had done. 1 weald say, Mo, that couldis't have been my bullet, Finally there came a
inoment when 1 coukdn’s take it anymore. 1 had seen enough death, [ decided ba escape
“Ohne might, when it was very dark, | simply slipped avway it the frees. I towk my gun
and iny hammods. For dothing [ b aiily my hlack Khimer Rowge outfit, so badly wrm |
was alrvost like being naked. | had po shoes
*| lived in the jungle for six months, Most nights 1 ted nry hamiso: k
up betweei two limbs and slept in the trees. | Inoked lor dry places i the
funphe, but so did other animals. Sometine | wernuld vwake 1o feel 2 make
crawling across me. Most Cambodian snakes ars small and newroboxec
when they bite vou, vou die. | made mysell be still, and they winisld prass
over me. Tt was the monkeys that helped me survive, You can hear them
miles away, They scream from the tall trees and throw food at each other
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